é Y1 A Digital Selection of Zhuang Poetry
34.Zwz Dex Aeu Chaej Haej Aeu Tai
' I ( e R)
34. The Time When lliness and Death Entered the World
o 0w a o fr | a

i ‘ A 112 A Oral recitation by Zhang TinghuRecording by Wang
Mingfu and Cho Induk; Zhuang transcription and Chinese translation by Wang Qingze; IPA
transcription and English translation by Eric Johnson. 112 lines.

1.
‘ zwz nduq mboq zauh laemx zauh laiz
' cQ33 pdult o caEuj T Il amcaEBuj i |l aEij]j
' b p L
R O B p o “
' time beginning not initiate, create stumble initiate, create colorful
v R, bw g "
In ancient timespeople did not pass away,
2.
mboq zauh tai zauh goang
nbott caEuj T t 'Qa Ei | caEuj T KQnit
b
b b - =1 b - = 1
not tradition, initiate die tradition, initiate root
bw A and people had not yet started to die.
3.
jin namh namh gaj roz
cinj naEmj T naEmj 1 ka2 0033
X @
eat soil soil also dry, withered
N NORT They ate the soil, the dry dirt,
4.
jin bo bo gaj laeg
cinj pol pol kaz2 lak1t
X @
eat mountain mountain also collapse (landslide)
¥ N A and they ate mountain after mountain uthtdy collapsed.
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5.
mbanj

nba€Enj |

village

6.
mowngz

mYE] |

0

village, area
h

bae
pai|

go

bae
pai |

go

vaenz

dan33

day

c 'Qa Em]

c 'Qa Em]
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hongz cham hongz
hoA |j c 'Qa 'Em| ho A j
king ask king

Those villages that had kings went to ask their kings,

buqg cham buqg
pult c 'Qa 'Em] putt

h

lord (ancestor) ask lord (ancestor)

and those areas with lords asked their lords.

Bug Loak Doz
putt ' toss

Bulokdo
They go to ask Bulokdo,

Moa Loh Gaeb
mQ lo3t kap3t

Mologap
and they go to ask Mologap.

dex aeu chaej
na u | cQai] |
beg take sick

They begged them to let people become ill;
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10.
vaenz bae haej
Gan33 pai | hai
day go cry
’ v A
11.
go maex  sam baeg choak
k o] ma i s a 'Em pakt c'a

o E

o E
[clf] tree three hundred six
W 72 EMa N
12.
dij goanz sam baeg choak
ti22 KQn33 s a 'Em pak? c'a

ol o E
[ 1. A E
[anim.] people three hundred six
We, 2 EMV A
13.
laemx gaenh naeh
I am kans3t nais!
p R
p 3
fall some these
JEV ey
14.
tai gaenh naeh
t 'Qa Ei | kanst naist
P
die some these
v
© 2017 GEM
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aeu tai
na uj t 'Qa Ei |
take die

they went to cry that people be allowed to die.

sip laeg goang tai

si p lak3t KQnit t Qa E
\

\

ten root root die

When a tree has three hundred sixty roots then il

sip bi goang tai
sip pil] KQnit t Qa E
\

y .

ten year root die

and a person would die at 3g€ars of age.

gai lai
kaEi| I a'Ei |
L
[interrogative]  many
Did many of these trees fall down?

gai doh
ka'Ei | to3!

[interrogative]  enough

Did enough of these people die?
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15.
laemx gaenh naeh mboq lai
Il am kan3t nais! nbott | a'Ei |
p # b L
p * b
fall some these not many
pv b " No, not many of these treésl down.
16.
tai gaenh naeh mboqg doh
t 'Qa Ei | kan3t nais! nbott to3!
R b
' b
die some these not enough
v b A And not enough of these people died.
17.
toj naengz dex aeu chaej
g2 na/#j tjv mu | cQai | |
W
certainly still beg take sick
' They had to beg again to allow people to become ill;
18.
toj naengz haej aeu tai
t'Qe2 na/fjj hai22 i u | t a'Ei |
[ ]
W
certainly still cry take die
A they had to cry again fet them die.
19.
go maex sam baeg laeg gaj tai
k o] ma i s a Em|] pakit lak3t ka2 t 'Qa Ei |
A @
[clf] tree three hundred root then die
W @ ) When a tree has three hundred roots then it will die,
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20.
dij goanz sam
ti22 K33 s aEm]
o} o
[ 1 . :
[anim.] people three
Wae, 3 A
21.
laemx gaenh
I am kan3t
p
p H
fall some
pv ey
22.
tai gaenh
t Qa Ei | kan3t
die some
v
23.
laemx gaenh
I am kan3t
P
P
fall some
pv b v
24,
tai gaenh
t 'Qa Ei | kanst
die some
v b A
© 2017

baeg
pakll

hundred

and a person would die at three hundred years of age.

naeh

naist

31

these

naeh

naist

these

naeh

naist

these

naeh

naist

these

GEM

l.j
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bi gaj tai

pi ] ka2 t Qa Ei
@

year then die

gai lai

kaEi| I a'Ei |
L

[interrogative] many

Did many of these trees fall down?

gai doh
kaEi| to3!
[interrogative]  enough

Did enough of these people die?

mboq lai

nbot | a'Ei |
b |

b

not many

No, not many of these trees fell down.

mboq doh
noott to3!

b

b

not enough

And not enough of these people died.
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25.
toj
g2
Y

certainly

26.
toj
t"ge2
W

certainly

27.
go
ko]

[clf]
M
28.

dij

ti22

[anim.]
Wa, H

29.
laemx

fall
p =

Yi
naengz
na/#j
still
naengz
na/#j
still
A
maex song
ma i sok)
H
H
tree two
o .
goanz song
K33 sof)
) H
H

people two

>

gaenh
kan3t

some

© 2017
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dex aeu chaej
tjo na uj cQai | |
beg take sick

They had tdeg again to allow people to become ill;

haej aeu tai
hai22 na uj t aEi |
cry take die

they had to cry again to let them die.

baeg laeg gaj tai

pak!t lak3t ka2 t Qa Ei |
@

hundred root then die

When a tree has two hundred roots then it will die,

baeg bi gaj tai

pak!t pi] ka22 t Qa Ei
@

hundred year then die

and a person would die at two hundred years of age.

naeh gai lai

naist ka'Ei | | a’Ei |
i L

these [interrogative]  many

Did many of these trees fall down?
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30.
tai gaenh

t Qa Ei | kan3t

die some
v R

31

laemx gaenh
| am kan3t
p

ﬁ 3

fall some
pv b v

32

tai gaenh

t Qa Ei | kan3t

die some
v b A
33
toj naengz
o2 n a A&j
W
certainly still
34.
toj naengz
Q2 na A&j
W
certainly still
A
© 2017

naeh

naist

these

naeh

naist

these

naeh

naist

these

dex
tjo

beg
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gai doh
kaEi| to3!

[interrogative]  enough
Did enough of these people die?

mboq lai

nbott | a'Ei |
b L

b

not many

No, not many of these trees fell down.

mboq doh
nbott to3!

b

b

not enough

And not enough of these people died.

aeu chaej
na ul cQai | |
take sick

They had to beg again to allow people to become ill;

haej

hai22

cry

GEM

aeu tai
N uj t aEi )
take die

they had to cry again to let them die.
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maex

goanz

people

t Qa Ei |

Y1

ndaej

MaiZZ

obtain

ndaej

MaiZZ

obtain

>

gaenh
kan3t

some

gaenh
kan3t

some

gaenh
kan3t

some
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baeg laeg gaj tai
pak!t lak3t ka2 t Qa Ei |
@

hundred root then die
When a tree has one hundred roots then it will die,

baeg bi gaj tai

pakt pi ] ka2 t Qa Ei
@

hundred year then die

and a person would die at one hundred years of age.

naeh gai lai

naist kaEi| | a'Ei |
" L

these [interrogative]  many

Did many of these tredall down?

naeh gai doh
naist kaEi| to3!

A

these [interrogative]  enough

Did enough of these people die?

naeh mboq lai
naist nobott |l a'Ei |
R b L
b
these not many
No, not many of these trees fell down.
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40.
tai gaenh
t Qa Ei | kan3t
die some
v b A
41.
toj naengz
g2 na/#j
W
certainly still
42,
toj naengz
g2 na/#j
W
certainly still
A
43.
go maex gaeu;j
ko] ma i kalp?
X
X
[clf] tree nine
W KV @ l
44,
dij goanz gaeuj
ti22 KQn33 kawr?
) X
[ 1 . X
[anim.] people nine
Wae. KV A

© 2017
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naeh mboq doh
nais! nbott to3!
R b
b
these not enough
And not enough of these people died.
dex aeu chaej
tjo na uj cQai | |
beg take sick

They had to beg again to allow people to become ill;

haej aeu tai
hai22 nau | t aEi |
cry take die

they had to cry again to let them die.

sip laeg 0aj tai

sip lak3t ka2 t Qa Ei |
M @

M

ten root then die

When a tree has ninety roots then it will die,

sip bi gaj tai
sip pi] ka2 t Qa Ei
V @

v .

ten year then die

and a person would die at ninety yearagé.
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45,
laemx gaenh naeh gai lai
Il am kan3t naist kaEi| I a'Ei |
p ® L
ﬁ H
fall some these [interrogative] many
pv v Did many of these trees fall down?
46.
tai gaenh naeh gai doh
t Qa Ei | kan3t naist kaEi| to3!
S
die some these [interrogative]  enough
v v, Did enough of these people die?
47.
laemx gaenh naeh mboq lai
| am kan3t nais! nbott | a'Ei |
P ® b |
p ‘ b
fall some these not many
b b “ No, not many of these trees fell down.
48.
tai gaenh naeh mboq doh
t Qa'Ei | kan3t nais! npott to3!
R b
b
die some these not enough
v b A And not enough of these people died.
49.
toj naengz dex aeu chaej
t'QR2 na#Ajij tjv mu | cQai | |
W
certainly still beg take sick
' They had to beg again to allow people to become ill;
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50.
toj naengz
g2 na/#j
W
certainly still
A
51.
go maex biad
ko] ma i p U@
A
A
[clf] tree eight
W fiVa i
52.
dij goanz biad
tj22 kQn33 pUKI}
0 A
[ ] A
[anim.] people eight
We. fM A
53.
laemx gaenh
I am kans3t
p
p 3
fall some
JEV ey
54,
tai gaenh
t 'Qa Ei | kanst
die some
LY v
© 2017

haej
hai??

cry

naeh

naist

these

naeh

naist

these

GEM
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aeu tai
na uj t aEi |
take die

they had to cry again to let thedie.

laeg gaj tai
p lak3t ka2 t Qa Ei |
@
root then die

When a tree has eighty roots then it will die,

bi gaj tai

pi ] ka2 t Qa Ei
@

year then die

and a person would die at eighty years of age.

gai lai

kaEi| I a'Ei |
L

[interrogative]  many

Did many of these trees fall down?

gai doh
ka'Ei | to3!

[interrogative]  enough
Did enough of these peopiee?
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55.
laemx gaenh
I am kan3t
p
ﬁ H
fall some
pv b il
56.
tai gaenh
t Qa Ei | kan3t
die some
v b A
57.
toj naengz
g2 na/#j
W
certainly still
58.
toj naengz
Q2 na#Ajij
W
certainly still
A
59.
go maex jiat
k o] ma i cuttt
#
#
[clf] tree seven
W ¥VMa )
© 2017
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naeh mboq lai
nais! nbott | a'Ei |
R b L
b
these not many
No, not many of these trees fell down.
naeh mboq doh
nais! nbott to3!
R b
b
these not enough
And not enough of these people died.
dex aeu chaej
tjo Na uj cQai | |
beg take sick

They had to beg again to allow people to becdine

haej aeu tai
hai22 na uj t a'Ei |
cry take die
they had to cry again to let them die.
sip laeg gaj tai
sip lak3t kaz? t 'Qa Ei |
M @
VI
ten root then die
When a tree has seventy roots then it will die,
G EM i} w1t SIL Internationah
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60.
dij goanz jiat sip bi gaj tai
ti22 KQn33 cuttt sip pi ] ka22 t 'Qa Ei
) # \A @

[ | # \A )
[anim.] people seven ten year then die
Wa., #M A and a person would die at seventy years of age.
61.
laemx gaenh naeh gai lai
Il am kan3t naist kaEi| I a'Ei |
p L
p H
fall some these [interrogative] many
pv v Did many of these tredall down?
62.
tai gaenh naeh gai doh
t Qa Ei | kan3t naist kaEi| to3!
die some these [interrogative]  enough

v Did enough of these people die?
63.
laemx gaenh naeh mboq lai
|l am kan3t nais! nbot | a'Ei |
P b |
p ) b
fall some these not many
b b “ No, not many of these trees fell down.
64.
tai gaenh naeh mboq doh
t Qa'Ei | kan3t nais! npott to3!

b
b

die some these not enough

v b A And not enough of these people died.
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65.
toj
g2
Y

certainly

66.
toj
t"ge2
W

certainly

>

67.
go

ko] ma i

[clf] tree
W EM @

68.
dij

ti22

k‘@] 33

[ ]
[anim.]

Wae. EM

69.

laemx

Il am

p

p

fall

p = £y

maex

goanz

people

Y1

naengz
na/#j

still

naengz
na/#j

still

choak
c R

SiX

choak
c R

SiX
A

gaenh
kan3t

some

© 2017

dex
tjo

beg
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aeu chaej
na ul cQai | |
take sick

They had to beg again to allow people to become ill;

haej
haiz2

cry

ten

naeh

naist

these

GEM

aeu tai
na uj t aEi |
take die

they had to cry again to let them die.

laeg gaj tai
p lak3t ka2 t Qa Ei |
@
root then die

When atree has sixty roots then it will die,

bi gaj tai

pi ] ka2 t Qa Ei
@

year then die

and a person would die at sixty years of age.

gai lai

ka'Ei | | a’Ei |
{

[interrogative]  many

Did many of these trees fall down?
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70.
tai gaenh

t Qa Ei | kan3t

die some
v R

71

laemx gaenh
| am kan3t
p

ﬁ 3

fall some
pv b v

72.

tai gaenh

t Qa Ei | kan3t

die some
v b A
73.
toj naengz
o2 n a A&j
W
certainly still
74.
toj naengz
Q2 na A&j
W
certainly still
A
© 2017

naeh

naist

these

naeh

naist

these

naeh

naist

these

dex
tjo

beg
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gai doh
kaEi| to3!

[interrogative]  enough
Did enough of these people die?

mboq lai

nbott | a'Ei |
b L

b

not many

No, not many of these trees fell down.

mboq doh
nbott to3!

b

b

not enough

And not enough of these people died.

aeu chaej
na ul cQai | |
take sick

They had to beg again to allow people to become ill;

haej

hai22

cry

GEM

aeu tai
N uj t aEi )
take die

they had to cry again to let thedie.
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75.
go maex haj
ko] ma i haz
1]
1]
[clf] tree five
W nVa )
76.
dij goanz haj
ti22 k‘®]33 ha22
6 y
[ ] J]
[anim.] people five
e, M A
77.
laemx gaenh
I am kan3t
p
p H
fall some
P ey
78.
tai gaenh
t Qa Ei | kan3t
die some
£y v
79.
laemx gaenh
Il am kans3t
p
p
fall some
pv b “
© 2017

naeh

naist

these

naeh

naist

these

naeh

naist

these

GEM
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laeg gaj tai
p lak3t ka2 t Qa Ei |
@
root then die
When a tree has fifty roots then it will die,
bi gaj tai
pi ) ka2 t Qa Ei
@
year then die
and a person would die at fifty years of age.
gai lai
kaEi| | a'Ei |
L
[interrogative]  many
Did many of these trees fall down?
gai doh
kaEi| to3!
[interrogative]  enough
Did enough of these people die?
mboq lai
nobott |l a'Ei |
b L
b
not many
No, not many of these trees fell down.
i} w1t SIL Internationah
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é
80.
tai gaenh
t Qa Ei | kan3t
die some
v b A
81
toj naengz
g2 na/#j
W
certainly still
82
toj naengz
g2 na/#j
W
certainly still
A
83.
go maex siq
ko] ma i sitt
[clf] tree four
W VM @ i
84.
dij goanz siq
ti22 k'®|33 Sill
0
[ ]
[anim.] people four
Wa. v A

© 2017
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naeh mboq doh
nais! nbott to3!
b
b
these not enough
And not enough of these people died.
dex aeu chaej
tjo na uj cQai | |
beg take sick

They had to beg again to allow people to become ill;

haej aeu tai
hai22 nau | t aEi |
cry take die

they had to cry again to let them die.

sip laeg 0aj tai

sip lak3t ka2 t Qa Ei |
VI @

M

ten root then die

When a tree has forty roots then it will die,

sip bi gaj tai
sip pi] kaz2 t 'Qa Ei
M @

v .

ten year then die

and a person would die at forty years of age.
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85.
laemx gaenh naeh gai lai
Il am kan3t naist kaEi| I a'Ei |
p L
ﬁ H
fall some these [interrogative] many
pv v Did many of these trees fall down?
86.
tai gaenh naeh gai doh
t Qa Ei | kan3t naist kaEi| to3!
die some these [interrogative]  enough

v v, Did enough of these people die?
87.
laemx gaenh naeh mboq lai
| am kan3t nais! nbott | a'Ei |
P b |
p ‘ b
fall some these not many
b b “ No, not many of these trees fell down.
88.
tai gaenh naeh mboq doh
t Qa'Ei | kan3t nais! npott to3!

b
b

die some these not enough

v b A And not enough of these people died.
89.
toj naengz dex aeu chaej
t'QR2 na#Ajij tjv mu | cQai | |
W
certainly still beg take sick

They had to beg again to allow people to become ill;
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90.
toj naengz haej
t'Qe2 na#jij hai22
W
certainly still cry
A
91.
go maex sam sip
k o] ma i saEm|] si
N \A
N \A
[clf] tree three ten
W 2 M a i
92.
dij goanz sam sip
ti22 K33 saEm|] sip
6 " M
[ ] . |
[anim.] people three ten
We, 23M A
93.
laemx gaenh naeh
I am kans3t nais!
p
p 3
fall some these
p v
94.
tai gaenh naeh
t 'Qa Ei | kanst naist
die some these
LY v
© 2017 GEM
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aeu tai
na uj t aEi |
take die

they had to cry again to let them die.

laeg gaj tai
p lak3t ka2 t Qa Ei |
@
root then die

When a tree has thirtpots then it will die,

bi gaj tai

pi ] ka2 t Qa Ei
@

year then die

and a person would die at thirty years of age.

gai lai

kaEi| I a'Ei |
L

[interrogative]  many

Did many of these trees fall down?

gai doh
ka'Ei | to3!
[interrogative]  enough

Did enough of these people die?
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mboq lai

npbott |l a'Ei |
b L

b

not many

No, not many of these trees fell down.

mboq doh
nbott to3!

b

b

not enough

And not enough of these people died.

aeu chaej
na ul cQai | |
take sick

' They had to beg again to allow people to become ill;

é Y1
95.
laemx gaenh naeh
I am kan3t naist
p
ﬁ H
fall some these
pv b il
96.
tai gaenh naeh
t Qa Ei | kan3t naist
die some these
v b A
97.
toj naengz dex
g2 na/#j tjv
W
certainly still beg
98.
toj naengz haej
t'Qe? na/fjj hai22
W
certainly still cry
A
99.
go maex ngih sip
ko] ma i Eija S i
H M
H M
[clf] tree two ten
W HV e )
© 2017 GEM

aeu tai
i u | t a'Ei |
take die

they had to cry again to let them die.

laeg gaj tai
p lak3t kaz? t 'Qa Ei |
@
root then die

When a tree has twenty roots then it will die,
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100.
dij goanz ngih sip bi gaj tai
ti22 K33 Fiji sip pi | ka22 t Qa Ei
o} H ) @
[ 1 . H W y
[anim.] people two ten year then die
Wa. Ho M A and a person would die at twenty years of age.
101.
laemx gaenh naeh gai lai
Il am kan3t naist kaEi| I a'Ei |
p L
p H
fall some these [interrogative] many
pv v Did many of these trees fall down?
102
tai gaenh naeh gai doh
t Qa Ei | kan3t naist kaEi| to3!
die some these [interrogative]  enough
v Did enough of these people die?
103
laemx gaenh naeh mboq lai
|l am kan3t nais! nbot | a'Ei |
P b |
p ) b
fall some these not many
b b “ No, not many of these trees fell down.
104.
tai gaenh naeh mboq doh
t Qa'Ei | kan3t nais! npott to3!
b
b
die some these not enough
v b A And not enough of these people died.
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D>

105
toj
g2
Y

certainly

106.
toj
t"ge2
W

certainly

107.
go
ko]

[cif]

Y1

naengz
na/#j

still

naengz
na/#j

still

>

maex ndaej

MaiZZ

ma i

tree obtain

W M a -

108.
dij

ti22

[anim.]
Wa, M

109.
laemx

fall
p =

goanz
k'@] 33

(0]

ndaej

MaiZZ

people obtain

A
gaenh

kan3t

some
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dex
tjo

beg
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aeu
ne u |

take

chaej
cQai ||

sick

They had to beg again to allow people to become ill;

haej
haiz2

cry

naeh

naist

these

GEM

aeu
ne u |

take

tai
t a'Ei |

die

they had to cry again to let them die.

laeg gaj
p lak3t
@
root

ka22

then

tai
t Qa Ei |

die

When a tree has ten roots then it will die,

bi E]]

pi ] kaz2
@

year then

tai
t Qa Ei

die

and a person would die at ten years of age.

gai
ka'Ei |

[interrogative]

lai
| a’Ei |
|

many

Did many of these trees fall down?
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110
ta

Y1

gaenh

t Qa Ei | kan3t

die some
v R

111.

laemx gaenh

| am kan3t

p

ﬁ 3

fall some

pv E

112.

tai gaenh

t Qa Ei | kan3t

© 2017

naeh

naist

these

naeh

naist

these

naeh

naist

these

GEM
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gai doh
kaEi| to3!

[interrogative]  enough
Did enough of these people die?

gaj lai

ka2 I a'Ei |
@ L

then many

Yes, then many of these trees fell down.

0aj doh
ka22 t031

@

then enough

And then enough of these people died.
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