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A Digital Selection of Zhuang Poetry

4. Zauh Fax Zauh Ndin

BIURE - EEEY (ERE )

4. The Creation of the Heaven and the Earth
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EWE OB, SR
P ERRE; BEPrEbs. SCRIPE LR : V¥4, The fifth section, consisting of 21
lines. Oral recitation by Zhang Tinghui; Recording by Wang Mingfu and Cho Induk; Zhuang
transcription and Chinese translation by Wang Qingze; IPA transcription and English
translation by Eric Johnson.
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JiEE % As for the sky, it was entirely dark.
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The sky and earth were united to each other,
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The tiger sat among the people,
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person

not even dreaming of being a human.
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collide

He never imagined one day they would be enemies.
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Use a heavy scale to divide,
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come
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measure

use a market scale to measure out.
(G : BKFRJTHRFR, | aeu zaengh gaen maz zaengh, | au* can®' kan®* ma® can®, | FI/NRKFR, | use a market scale to weigh.)
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iron

Four sides were four strips of iron:
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below, under

the heavy earth fell to the bottom.
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siq dongh
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copper

Four sides were four strips of copper:
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which were intended to hold up the sky from the top.
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four [classifier] fish

At the four corners there were four fish,
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four [classifier] chicken

and on the four sides there were four chickens.
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claw

The chickens moved their beaks and the bird scratched.
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chicken

dud
tut
7
L3
peck

The fish blinked their eyes and the chickens pecked.

daeq
tai'!
s

M

from

daeq

tai'!

bui

from

yuq

jull

A
1E

at

jinz

cin®

rawz

daw?
1A
WA .

where

og
0k31

tH
tH

emerges

Where did seeds first originate?
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daw
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come

Where did we first get grain?
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out

Nanning

Grain originated at Nanning,

gowh
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country

(?) foreign country.’

3 The meaning of San Din Jin is unknown. It could be a foreign place name, such as Saigon, Vietnam.
It appears to be in parallel with Nanning, a city located in the neighboring province of Guangxi, and the
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take
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come

Go abroad and to get them.

daeq
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s
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walk

Go to a distant area to get them.

next lines speak of going to a foreign country and going to an “outside place” or a distant place in the
same nation, so Nanning may represent the “outside place” and “San Din Jim” is the foreign city.
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