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1. The Population and Distribution of the Zhuang

1. Population and Distribution of the Zhuang in China

The distribution of the Zhuang people in China today is primarily in the south of
China, starting in the east in Guangdong Province's Lianshan Zhuang and Yao
Autonomous County. 1o the west in Yunnan Province's Wenshan Zhuang and Miao
Autonomous Prefecture: in the south reaching down to the South China Sea, and in the
north reaching to Guizhou Province's Congjiang County and Hunan Province's
Jianghua Yao Autonomous County. The majority of Zhuang live in the area conseribed
by 104° and 112° 10 east longitude and 20°54" 10 26° 10" north latitude. The Zhuang
are the most numerous of China’s minority ethnie groups. with a population in excess
of 17 million (in 2005), of which 15 million are concentrated in the Guangxi Zhuang
Autonomous Region, | million in Yummnan Province's Wenshan Zhuang & Miao
Autonomous Prefecture, 90,000 in Guangdong Province's Lianshan Zhuang and Yao
Autonomous County and 30,000 in Guizhou Provinee s Congjiang County.

Over 80% of China’s Zhuang population lives in Guangxi Region. Guangxi's
Zhuang people are concentrated primarily in the western portion of the region and there
make up more than 60% of the population, but only about 4% of the population in the
east of Guangxi. (See Table 1.1)

Apart from Guangxi. China’s largest concentration of Zhuang is in the Wenshan
Zhuang and Miao Autonomous Prefecture. located along Yunnan Province s border
with Guangxi. More than 80% of Yunnan Province s Zhuang live in this prefecture, as
seen in Table 1.2, below,

According to year 2000 statistics, Guangdong Province has around a little over half
a million Zhuang; Guizhou Province has around 52,000; Hunan Province: around
24,000; Hebei Province: around 21,0005 Beijing: around seven thousand; Tianjin:
around four thousand; and Shanghai and Chongging each have around three thousand
Zhuang, Zhuang populations for the other provinces are found in Table 1.3, below.

According to the auwthors” research, the traditional culture of the Zhuang people
has been preserved fairly imact in Yunnan Province's Wenshan Prefecture. The Zhuang
cultural hentage presented in the present work limits itself to the findings of research
conducted in this prefecture,
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