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1. The Population and Distribution of the Zhuang

1. Population and Distribution of the Zhuang in China

The distribution of the Zhuang people in China today is primarily in the south of
China, starting in the east in Guangdong Province's Lianshan Zhuang and Yao
Autonomous County. 1o the west in Yunnan Province's Wenshan Zhuang and Miao
Autonomous Prefecture: in the south reaching down to the South China Sea, and in the
north reaching to Guizhou Province's Congjiang County and Hunan Province's
Jianghua Yao Autonomous County. The majority of Zhuang live in the area conseribed
by 104° and 112° 10 east longitude and 20°54" 10 26° 10" north latitude. The Zhuang
are the most numerous of China’s minority ethnie groups. with a population in excess
of 17 million (in 2005), of which 15 million are concentrated in the Guangxi Zhuang
Autonomous Region, | million in Yummnan Province's Wenshan Zhuang & Miao
Autonomous Prefecture, 90,000 in Guangdong Province's Lianshan Zhuang and Yao
Autonomous County and 30,000 in Guizhou Provinee s Congjiang County.

Over 80% of China’s Zhuang population lives in Guangxi Region. Guangxi's
Zhuang people are concentrated primarily in the western portion of the region and there
make up more than 60% of the population, but only about 4% of the population in the
east of Guangxi. (See Table 1.1)

Apart from Guangxi. China’s largest concentration of Zhuang is in the Wenshan
Zhuang and Miao Autonomous Prefecture. located along Yunnan Province s border
with Guangxi. More than 80% of Yunnan Province s Zhuang live in this prefecture, as
seen in Table 1.2, below,

According to year 2000 statistics, Guangdong Province has around a little over half
a million Zhuang; Guizhou Province has around 52,000; Hunan Province: around
24,000; Hebei Province: around 21,0005 Beijing: around seven thousand; Tianjin:
around four thousand; and Shanghai and Chongging each have around three thousand
Zhuang, Zhuang populations for the other provinces are found in Table 1.3, below.

According to the auwthors” research, the traditional culture of the Zhuang people
has been preserved fairly imact in Yunnan Province's Wenshan Prefecture. The Zhuang
cultural hentage presented in the present work limits itself to the findings of research
conducted in this prefecture,
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Table 1. 1: Distribution of the Zhuang Population
in Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region in the Year 2000

Prefecture Level g Total Percentage
Administrative Unit — Population Zhuang

Western Guangxi Total 13,238,131 24,367,122 62%
MNanming Region

s Mk 5,039,660 8,061,226 634%
Base Region 2,570,471 3,332,096 7%
Linzhou Region and Municipalicy 2,754,312 5,622,162 S0%
-Htchl Region - é,m.lﬂl : 3.3;2.3..69; é-n&%
Guigang Muncipaliry 533,587 3,827 945 144%
Eastern Guangxi Total 673,238 18.751 464 4%
Qinzhou Municipality 287 .065 2,894 407 10%
Yulin Municipaliey 46,158 5.086,215 1%
Guilin Municipaliey 216,950 4,614,670 5%
Wuzhou Municipality 24,997 2,796,087 1%
Beihai Municipality 20,581 1,423,236 1%
Hezhou Regon 77 487 1,936,849 4%

Source: Year 2004 N I Census (N | Bureau of St . Office of Population and Social Science

Statistics and the National Ethme Affairs Comnnission , Office of Economic Development, editors. 2003, 2000 Vi
Renkon Pyrha Zhongewo Wingn Renkou Sian  [Vear 2000 Populaion Consus ata for China's Ethnic Croups)
Betjmg: The Ethnic Publishing House.)
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Table 1. The Proportion of Yunnan Province s Zhuang
Residing within Wenshan Prefecture from 1953 to 2000

bl I ool [ veericrmdl [ e
1953 486,823 400 861 B2.4%
1964 564,520 485,639 86. 0%
1982 894 408 776,083 86. 8%
1990 1,010,876 878 .264 86.9%
2000 1,144,021 981,851 85, 8%

Sources:  Xie Yungii, editor-in-chiel. 1999, ¥ unnan fngne: de Shooshn Winzu | The Minority Ethniceties
within Yunnan"s Boundaries |, Beiing:  The Ethnic Publishing House; Year 2000 Nitionul Census.

2. The Population and Distribution of the Zhuang in Yunnan Province

Yunnan Province"s Zhuang population has now reached 1.2 million. one of five
ethnic groups within the province with a population in excess of one million. Yunnan
Province's Zhuang people are concentrated in the southeast of the province. with the
main concentration being within the area bounded by 100° 04" and 106° 11" east
longitudes and by 21°45" and 27°51" north latitudes. Yunnan's easternmost Zhuang
village is Bo'ai Township's Nanting Village in Funing County: the westernmost
Zhuang wvillage is Xinlian Village in Lijiang County’s Longpan District; the
southernmost Zhuang village is in Mengla County: Yaogu District’s Sharen Village.
and Jiaze Village in Ninglang County’s Labo District is the Zhuang village the furthest
north in Yunnan Province. As mentioned above, more than 85% of Yunnan's Zhuang
are concemtrated in Wenshan Zhuang and Miao Autonomous Prefecture in the
southeast, and within this prefecture, the majority live in the east and north of the
prefecture. specifically within the four counties of Funing, Guangnan, Qiuber and
Yanshan, (See Table 1.4, below.)
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Table 1. 3: Zhuang Populations Outside Guangxi and Yunnan

Location Zhuang Population Location Zhuang Population
Anhu 4.331 Jiangxa 3,046
Beying 7,322 Jilin 1,655
Fujian 10,818 Lizoning 3,576
Chongyging 2,764 Ningxia 575
Gansu 1,308 Qinghai 618
Guangdong 370,020 Shaanxi 1,987
Gurzhon 52.065 Shandong 5.444
Fﬁ;long'l:mg Z_,}EIJ Sha_;n;;};i" 2923
Hebei 20,832 Shanxi 2,084
Henan 4 BE8 Sichuan 6,905
Hubei 7.824 Tianjin 4,055
Hunan 23,559 Tibet 192
lnner Mongolia 1,895 Xinjiang 5.642
Jiangsu 2,934 Zhejiang 18,998

Sotrees s Year 2000 Navonal Cenus

Table 1. 4. 2004 Wenshan Prefecture Zhuang Populations

Total Population Zhuang population Percentage Zhuang
P‘::f:::: 3,322,392 1,001,194 30. 13%
Counties
Funing 387.082 217,506 56, 19%
Cuangnan T44 319 318 889 42, 84%
Yanshan 442 380 137,022 30.97%
Quubei 446,240 122,654 27.49%
Wenshan 428,912 92,699 21.61%
Magnian 352.410 54.643 15. 51%
Malipa 270,851 32,900 12. 15%
Xichou 250,198 24 881 9. 94%

Source: Yumnan Statisticol Yearbook, 2004, No. 20, pp. 732-747, compiled by the Stansncal Burean of
Yunnan Province, China Statistics Press.
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I1. The History of the Zhuang in Yunnan
Province’s Wenshan Area and the Establishment of the
Autonomous Prefecture

1. The Origins and Historical Development of Wenshan Prefecture’s Zhuang

The Zhuang have their own languages and writing systems. The names of the
various branches in their Zhuang languages include Pu Nong, Pu Xiong. Bu Yai, Pu
Ha. Bu Yw. Bu Dai. They are the descendents of the ancient Luoyue and Jwliao
peoples of the Yunnan-Vietnamese borderlands and they form a single cross-border
ethnic group with Vietnam s Ning, Giay and Tay nationalities. Along with the Dong,
Bouyei and Dai of China, and the Thai. Laotian and Shan peoples of Southeast Asia.
they belong to the Baiyue family of ethnic groups.

During the Qin dynasty. the southern part of China was home to a large civilization
known as “Baiyue.” The ancestors of this group spread out from the Pearl River basin
throughout southern China. According to archeological evidence, the ancestors of
Wenshan Prefecture’s Zhuang have lived in the river basins of Wenshan's Nanpan,
Qingshui. Nongren. Chouyang. Tuoniang. Zuo. Nama, Gula. Xiyang. and Puting
Rivers since ancient times. One of the present authors  (WMF) has himself discovered
numerous new Stone Age cultural relics and has excavated a large quantity of stone
adzes and imprinted pottery shards used by the Baiyue ancestors of the Zhuang, At the
same time. in twelve sites in eleven different locations 170 different cave paintings were
discovered dating to 4,000 years before the present. These paintings consisted of 400
images covering an area of 5,430 square meters. Thus it seems that early in prehistory
Yunnan's Wenshan Prefecture was the site of the flourishing of the Baiyue.

By the New Bronze Age. the descendents of the Baiyue who would later become
the Zhuang (known to Chinese historians during this period as  “Dianyue™ and
“Luoyue”) formed the Guoding Kingdom which was situated in the location of
present-day Wenshan Prefecture. According to Zheng Chaoxiong's work Research into
the Origins of Zhwang Civilization . “during the Han Dynasty. among the three major
southwestern barbarian kingdoms, the Dian kingdom was destroyed around the time of
Western Han, Yelang kingdom died out around the nme of the of Han dynasty emperor

=10=
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Cheng Wu, leaving the Gouding kingdom to become the largest kingdom of the
southwest. it was the only kingdom able to preserve its king. whose influence
continued to grow more and more.” During the more than 400 years from the Qin and
Han dynasties (111 BC) to the Western Jin Dynasty  (AD 316). the Na peoples of
Gouding kingdom obtained autonomy.

By the uime of the Tang and Song dynasties, all of the area now included in
Wenshan Prefecture except for the Guangnan and Funing areas sooner or later were
submitted to the government of the Nanzhao and Dali Kingdoms. In the final years of
the Tang dynasty (618-907 AD). a chieftain named Liaozibu (of the Nong aristocratic
family) of Guangnan accepted amnesty and the incorporation of his army and territory
into the chiefdom of Yongzhou: from that ime on Guangnan was a part of Yongzhou
(modern day Nanning in Guangxi Region). During the Song dynasty  (960-1279 AD),
today 's Guangnan (then known as Fizhou) and Funing (then known as Fizhou. “Fu”
written with a different character) were known together as  “Temodao.” In the latter
years of the Southern Song dynasty. Yumnan's Provincial boundanes included
Temodao's Fuzhou (Guangnan). and a xuanfusi government  (indirect rule through a
local Zhuang aristocracy) was established in Guangnan to govern the area included in
modern day Guangnan and Funing counties, as well as the better part of modem-day
Guangxi's Xilin and Tianlin counties. In the fificenth year of the Ming emperor
Hongwu (1382 AD). the suanfusi government was converted into  “Guangnan Fu,”
governing most of the area included in modern day Guangnan. Funing. Qiubei and
Yanshan counties. During the Qing dynasty (1644-1912 AD). the Qing court,
following a policy called Gai Tu Gui Liu, established Kaihua Fu. which consisted of
the territory currently included in Wenshan Prefecture except for that which was already
governed by the inherited Guangnan Fu. Upon the advent of the Republican Period. the
area origmally included mn Kaihua Fu and Guangnan Fu was divided into the seven
counties of Wenshan, Xichou, Maguan, Qiubei, Guangnan, Funing and Yanshan, as
well as the Supervisory Bureau of Malipo. On the first of Apnl. 1958, the Sute
Council ratified the institution of Wenshan Zhuang and Miao Autonomous Prefecture,
governing the eight counties of Wenshan, Xichou. Maguan, Qiubei, Guangnan,
Funing, Yanshan and Malipo.

The course of Zhuang societal development has led from Myehhong: (matriarchal
saciety) 10 Bohhongs  (pawiarchy), and in the later times has produced Bohmbanj
(elder-ruled society). Today. each village's preserved Tinghongz (hall of elders).

=
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remains the democratic center of both Bohmbanj government and religion. Througout
the Tang. Song, Yuan. Ming and Qing dynasues—more than one thousand years—the
indigenous Zhuang people of Wenshan Prefecture: Pu Nong, Pu Xiong, Bu Yi, Bu
Ywai. Pu Ha. Bu Yue. Bu Dai. and other branches. although having been imfluenced
by Han Chinese culure to varying degrees, still live according 1o the wraditional lifestyle
pattern laid down by their ancestors, passing on their rich traditional culture. such that
Yunnan Province's Wenshan Prefecture continues to contain an untapped wealth of
Zhuang cultural hentage.

2. The Establishment of the Wenshan Zhuang & Miao Autonomous
Prefecture

The majority of Wenshan Prefecture s Zhuang people belong to one of three ethnic
groups; the Nong, the Sha, or the Tu. The following table presemts Wenshan
Prefecture's three main Zhuang ethnic groups., according to their autonyms and
exonyms.

On 28 March 1957. the Wenshan local committee of the Chinese Communist Party

Table 1. 5; The Three Main Wenshan Zhuang Ethnic Groups

Edhnic

= Autonym Exonym Man Locanon
Group . .
Nongru, Nongyi,
o "
) l:1 Nong { Bu . Ftrilgullg. Tianbao B cciiady of
Nong | Nong) or Pu Xiong |Jiazhou, Donglan, Wi.‘nlshan I‘I’;‘fﬂ‘ﬂll‘(‘
( Bu Xiong) Longan, Aoren, Lizu,
Heiyr
. Shaozu , Sharen, Zheyuan, | Guangnan , Funing ,
Sha e Vai, D . D Bu Yang, Tuzu, Bendi | Qiubei, Yanshan and

Yui (Bu Yue)

Maguan Countics

Wenshan , Yanshan,
Tuzu, Tulo, Tulio, Maguan , Malipo,
Yangzu Guangnan and
Kayuan Counties

Tu Bu Dai { Pu Da)

Fufirmoation from Wenshan Prejeciire Peopled Coernment™ Wen Zheng Fo (1991) Vo 1717,

S
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convened the Wenshan Special Region Nationalities Representative Conference. 818
representatives and non-voting delegates, representing each nationality group
participated. The conference discussed three different proposals for naming the
autonomous prefecture: “Wenshan Zhuang and Miao Awlonomous Prefecture,”
“Wenshan Bu Nong. Bu Ya and Miao Autonomous Prefecture” and  “Wehshan Nong,
Sha and Miao Autonomous Prefecture.” Also, there were representatives that proposed
the mame “Wenshan Autonomous Prefecture of the Fourty-Three Fraternal
Nationalities.” After going through a full process of analysis and discussion. the entire
body unanimously agreed on the name “Wenshan Zhuang and Miao Autonomous
Prefecture.” On 24 May 1957, the entire State Council. during its 49° conference,
produced a statement entitled  “The State Council Repeals the Decision of the Assistant
Director of the Wenshan Public Office Concerning the Establishment of Yunnan
Province's Wenshan Zhuang and Miao Autonomous Prefecture.” because there were
different views on the naming of awtonomous prefectures. The Provincial Ethnic Affairs
Committee convened a symposium in Kunming for Nong and Sha cadres, as well as
students, which resulting in a proposal of the name “Wenshan Bu Nong. Bu Y1 and
Miao Autonomous Prefecture. The Provincial Party Commatiee sent this suggestion on
to the Wenshan Local Chinese Communist Party Committee, where it was discussed by
various groups and each ethnic group was consulied. The Autonomous Prefecture
prepared a committee which met on 26 September 1957 with 121 people participating
during three days. This committee discussed the prefecture naming problem afresh and
finally through a vote 109 panticipants agreed to propose the adoption of the name
“Wenshan Zhuang and Miao Autonomous Prefecture.” From 26 March to | April
1958, the first congress of the Wenshan Zhuang and Miao Autonomous Prefecture’s
People’ s Representatives took place at Wenshan City. following the Inauguration of the
Autonomous Prefecture, and thus the name  “Wenshan Zhuang and Miao Awonomous
Prefecture” was confirmed.  (Source: Wenshan Daily, 30 March 2008, article for the
50" anniversary of the prefecture.)

In 2005, Wenshan Prefecture’s total population was 3,372,278, of which 1,910,826
were of minority nationalities, that is, 56.66% of the prefecture population. The Han
population was 1.451.452, that is, 43.34% . The respective populations of the
minority nationalities of the prefecture are presemed in Table 1.6,

=T
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Table 1. 6. Wenshan Zhuang and Miao Autonomous
Prefectures 2007 Minority Nationality Populations

Nationahity Population Piings of Tﬂ_ul
Prefecture Population
Zhuang 1,022 723 29. 98%
Miao 434,001 12. 2%
Yi - 331.530 9. 12%
Yao 85,065 2. 46%
Hun 24 124 0. 70%
ai 15,350 0. 45%
Bai 7,215 0. 021%
Bouyel 6,733 0. 02%
Mongolian 4,262 0. 013%
Gelao 1.7%% 0. DO3%

Diata from Wenshan Zhiang and Wiae A ntonomms Prefecture Ovemview , The Ethnic Publishing House, 2008,

Wenshan Prefecture governs 16.945 villages grouped into 940 communities
(village committees), located in 114 districts and townships in the eight counties of
Wenshan. Yanshan, Xichou, Malipo. Maguan. Qiubei. Guangnan. and Funing.

3. Wenshan Zhuang & Miao Autonomous Prefecture’s Geographical Setting

Wenshan Zhuang and Miao Autonomous Prefecture (abbreviated as Wenshan
Prefecture) is located in the southeast of Yunnan Province. The northeastern and
southeastern edges of the prefecture border Guangxi's Baise Municipality. The
southwestern and northwestern borders are shared with Yunnan's Honghe Prefecture,
while the northem and northwestern areas of the prefecture touch Yunnan's Qujing
Municipality. And at the south end of the prefecture 249 villages and one state-owned
farm border the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, 438 kilometers of international border
fall within the prefecture. The prefecture lies between 103° 357and 106 © 12%east
longitude and 22°40" and 24°48' north latitude. 255 kilometers from east to west and 190
kilometers from north to south.

=



Wenshan Prefecture’s landscape is characterized by karst eliff formations. The
highest elevation in the prefecture is Wenshan County’s Buzhu Shan at 2.991.2 meters
above sea level, and the lowest elevation is found at Chuantou in Malipo County at 107
meters above sea level. The total area of the prefecture 1s 31,456 square kilometers, of
which 2,286 (3,428,282 Chinese mu) are arable. The Tropic of Cancer traverses the
prefecture, and the prefecture has a high plateau monsoon climate, with six different
climate zones including Northern Tropical. Southeastern Asian Tropical and Central
Asian Tropical, The average year temperature ranges between 15.8C (60 F ) and 19.3C
(67°F ). with between 273 and 333 days without precipitation per year.

Wenshan Prefecture is rich in water resources. It has 17.25 billion cubic meters of
water. of which 12.25 billion cubic meters are in surface sources and 5 billion in
underground waiter sources. The rivers of the prefecture belong to either the Red River
(also known as the Yuan River) or the Pearl River watersheds. The major rivers include
the Nanpan, Qingshui, Nongren, Chouyang, Tuoniang, Zuo, Nama, Gula, Xiyang,
and Puting Rivers.

Wenshan Prefecture’s biological resources are also plentiful, with 300 species of
trees belonging to 76 families. 80 species of quadrupeds. 399 species of birds. 65
species of rodents, 37 species of amphibians and 644 species of nsects. Six hundred
forty-mine species of medicinal forest plams  (belonging 1o 324 genuses in 127 families)
have been discovered. There are over 200 species of pasture grass. Thirty-six differem
crops are grown. in |,727 different varieties. At least 229 different varieties of 48
vegetables are grown,

4. An Introduction to the Branches of Wenshan Prefecture’s Zhuang

According to data from “Wenshan Minority Nationalities Names Chart” from the
document “Wen Zheng Fa” (1993) No. 171, Wenshan Prefecture’s Zhuang use the
following names for themselves: Pu Nong., Pu Xiong, Bu Yi, Bu Yai, Pu Ha, Bu Yw
(Zui). Bu Dai, etc. Exonyms include: Nongzu. Nongyin. Longjiang. Tianbao,
liazhou, Donglan. Long an. Aoren. Lizu. Heiyi. Shazu, Sharen, Zheyuan. Buyang,
Tuzu, Bendi, Tuzu. Tuliao, Yangzu. etc. The 1957 Special Region All Nationality
All Class People’s Representative Congress decided to group all of these different
appellations into the three Zhuang branches of Nong. Sha and Tu.

Wenshan Prefecture’s Nong Zhuang branch mostly refer to themselves as “Pu
(Phu) Nong.” There are several different groups of Nong. named for the areas in which
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they live: Nong Dau (in Guangnan County), Nong Nyang (in Xichou and Malipo
Counties). Nong Du (in Maguan County). and Nong Dai (in Guangnan County’s Zhetu
District). As will be discussed more fully below, the language spoken by the Nong
belongs to the “Southern Zhuang” group of languages. Between 50% 1o 60% of the
prefecture”s Zhuang population belongs to the Nong branch., that is, around 600,000
people. living in all eight of the prefecture s counties.

The Sha branch of Wenshan Prefecture’s Zhuang call themselves Bu Yi. Bu Yai,
Bu Yue and other names. Their languages belong to the “Northern Zhuang”™ group of
languages. Between 30% and 40% of the prefecture’s Zhuang belong to the Sha
branch, around 300,000 people, the majority of whom live in the three counties of
Funming, Qiubei and Guangnan.

Wenshan Prefecture’s Tu Zhuang branch call themselves Bu Dai. Because of
different types of women's headdresses, three Tu subgroups have been known by
surrounding peoples by the names “Pointed Headdress Tu,” “Flat Headdress Tu,” and
“Piled Headdress Tu.” Their language belongs to the “Southern Zhuang” group.
Between 10% and 20% of Wenshan Prefecture’s Zhuang belong to the Tu branch,
approximately 100,000 people. living primarily in Wenshan, Yanshan and Maguan
Counties.



