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(11,) Agricultural Production Experience

Essential to rice paddy agnculture is the soaking of the fields at the proper time and
the transplanting of the seedlings at just the right time according to weather and
temperature conditions. The ancestors of the Zhuang, planting rice paddies in different
areas. had as their most imporiant responsibility the task of carefully swudying the
characteristics of each location and plant variety. They sought other plant species that
could best indicate the most advantageous times for paddy flooding and transplanting
each year, and passed down their knowledge to the next generation. This type of
traditional phenomenology (study of observed phenomena) increased the niziculture
experience of the Zhuang throughout the millenma in vanious different locations.
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U—a. #5444 ¥ Rice Paddy Agricultural Knowledge
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Every year at the start of Spring, before plowing the rice

paddies, Yanshan County's Bu Dai Zhuang offer sacrifices to

a “reference” tree that has been planted in the rice paddy.

;iR F A AT B bR R T RS, FHEMH
i fadk

The Zhuang of Tuodong Village in Guangnan County
observe the ripening of the fruit of this tree to determine
the time to flood their paddies and the prepare the rice
seedlings.

W TR LA Ak S A
=, TG T R

Zhuang in Funing County's Shangla
Village wait until they see new leaves on this
tree to flood their fields and germinate thewr
rice seedlings.

7oy B0 0 Ay Ak A7 B sbdd B S
¥diet, TR T AR

The Zhuang of Guangnan County's
Nabei Village observe the timing of the
new foliage of this wee w0 determine
when to flood their fields and begin their

nce seedlings.
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3. Natural Heritage

According to Gu Jun and Yuan Li's book Wenhua Yichan Bagao (Cultural
Heritage Report). "Human heritage can be divaded imto two types: cultural beritage and
natural hentage...it 1s the usual practice to incorporate natural heritage within the realm
of pretected culral heritage. to treat it as a pant of the culural heritage 10 be
protected.” In order to be registered on the “World Heritage List™ * an item must meet
one or more of the following requirements:

+“Be an outstanding example representing major stages of earth’s history,
including the record of life, significant on-going geological processes in the
development of landforms.”

*"Be an owstanding example of a traditional human setilement, land-use. or
sea-use which is representative of a culiure {or cultures), or human interaction with the
environment.”

<“Contain superlative natural phenomena or areas of exceptional natural beauty
and aesthetic importance.”

<"Comtain the most important and significant natural habitats for in-situ
conservation of biological diversity. including those containing threatened species of
outstanding universal value from the point of view of science or conservation,” *

According to the above criteria. the mountainous forest swrounding Xiao Li Song
and Xiao Li villages in Guangnan County. made up of more than 100,000 ferns.
possibly the oldest of ancient plants. covering more than 68 square kilometers (26
square miles or 102,000 Chinese ma). can be said to be among “the most important and
significant natural habitats for in-situ conservation of biological diversity, including
those containing threatened species of outstanding universal value,” and ought 10 be
protected as a henitage site.

The ancestors of the residents of each Zhuang village m Wenshan Prefecture all
believed the sun deity, the deity named Buloakdvo, the wind deity, and the country
(sheji) deity 10 be sealed within the trees of the ancient forest surrounding the village on
all sides. Every year at the start of Spring the entire ethnic group would make sacrifices.
This custom originates in the worldview of the ancestors: if there is forest. then there is
water; if there i1s water, then one can plant the rice paddies; if there are nce paddies,
then the people can multiply: so humanity should protect the forest. The harmonious
relationship between the Zhuang ancestors and nature resulted from the nature worship
of their primeval religion. This religion encouraged them to protect forests and water
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sources. Even today, religious animal sacrifices to the forest and water sources
continue. A maexen (banyan) tree in Xichou County’s Mosuo Village. whose trunk is
688 cm (25 feet 7 inches) wide and whose canopy covers an area of more than 2,000
square meters (21,500 square feet). is believed 10 be the largest living tree in Yunnan
province today. It certainly is one of the “outstanding examples representing major
stages of earth’s history. including the record of life” as well as reflecting “human
interaction with the environment.” This too should be included within the realm of
protected cultural heritage.

Wenshan Prefecture's Qiubei County has a karst plateau wetland area stretching
over 165 square kilometers (64 square miles), among which are scattered 312 different
lone karst peaks, 83 caves of every size and shape formed by water erosion, 52 lakes
connected to each other, filled with sparkling. pure water. This area. which has been
called China’s largest high plateau wetlands arboretum. certainly “contains superlative
natural phenomena or areas of exceptional natural beauty and aesthetic importance” and
also deserves 1o be considered protected culral heritage.

(1) Spinulose Tree Ferns

The mountain forest of Xiao Li Song and Xiao Li is located m the area where
Yunnan's Guangnan County touches Guangxi Region, and contains more than 100,000
specimens of the spinulose tree fern  (Cyvahea spinuslosa), spread over an area of 68
square kilometers (26 square miles). This rarely seen. mountain-hugging fern, which
can grow to 20 meters (60 feet) in height, grows in the shade of the forest and along
streams. Its stalk grows strong and straight up. usually between 5 1o 8 meters (15 10 26
feet) high. The branches and veins of the fronds are a deep purple: the branches grow
to | to 3 meters (3 to 10 feet) long. dividing into a number of feathery fronds. Tree
ferns are believed to be the most ancient plants currently still living on earth., dated by
some scientists 10 the Cretaceous Period. and thus have been called  “living fossils.”
This fern is considered to be a national treasure in China. and is the first of eight species
listed as a level one nationally protected plant species.
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The spinulose fern (Cvathea spinusiosa), also known
as tree brackenfern, grows under the cover of the forest or
in shady spots along rivers.
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Mosuo Village's  giant
banyan tree, known as maexeu
in  Neng Zhuang,  was
considered sacred by the
ancestors of the Zhuang. Each
year Zhuang villagers conduct

sacrifice ceremonies 10 the tree.
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(2) The Long Tree

The Zhuang of Xichou Coumty’s Mosuo Village have protected a banyan tree
(known in the Nong Zhuang language as maexen). This tree. believed 10 be the largest
in Yunnan province. has a trunk 688 centimeters (22 feet 7 inches) in diameter and a
canopy that covers an area of 2, 000 square meters (21, 500 square feet).

(3) Puzhehei Karst Plateau Wetlands

Yunnan Province's Puzhehei wetlands cover 165 square kilometers (64 square
miles). The various ponds and waterways in the area store a otal of 13,000,000 cubic
meters (3.4 billion gallons or 10,540 acre feet) at an average water depth of about four
meters (13 feet). with the deepest spot reaching a depth of 30 meters (98 feet). The area
is dotted with karst peaks. lakes, caves. and ravines; altogether there are more than 60
small ponds. 280 peaks. and 240 water-formed caves. The ponds among the mountains
ghimmer like drops of green jade, the ancient trees behind form a dense green
backdrop. fragrant green lotus floats in the ponds. and the rushes dance gracefully in
the breeze. One cave connects to another. and each waterway flows into another pond.
Rock formations of every size and shape can be found within the many caves. The
Puzhehei wetlands, with its Karst landscape—elegant, strange. ancient. secluded—are
a rarely seen natural marvel of the Yunnan-Guizhou Plateau, In 1993 Puzhehei was
approved by the Yunnan Province People’s Government as a provincial level scenic
park. and in 1996 it was approved as a provincial level tourism area. In 2001 Puzhehei
was chosen by the Chinese National Tourism Bureau as an AAA level tourism area.

AL B4 R
vATh A SRR BF, 398,
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Qiubei  County's
Puzhehei wetlands are
dotted with karst peaks,
lakes, caves and valleys,
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Puzhehei is covered with thousands of lotus plants, which, together with the karst
rock formations, create a strange. ancient, secluded and quiet landscape—a unigue
scenic park on the Yunnan-Guizhou plateau,

DEBESEadtmet e Ll AR LM T See the United Nations Educational, Scuensific and
Culteral Organization (UNESCO) website on Tangible Cultural Heritage: hitp:/portal unesco ong/culture‘en/ev
php-URL_ID=2187&URL_DO=DO_TOPICLURL_SECTION=201 htm|

DLRESURHLMRTEATEALRE A RLA T See the UNESCO website on Movable Cultural
Hermtage: portal unescoorg/culture en'ev php-URL_ID=35031&URL_DO=DO_TOPICSURL_SECTION=201 html.

HLRGANH LT R LR LHT . Available online at; hitp-/iwwiw.unesco, org/culture/ich/index.
php-pg=00006

) Ao iR G Fh R kb Bk, 20058 Bejing: Social Science Doguments Press, 2005,

SRESERH LMBEEL@A Available online st hitpe//wheamesco.org/enlisy.

B & (#RLelm s §HWHC 08/0] 2008 ) ] 8) 20388, F# 8 bkhitp:'wheunesco.
org/archive/ opguidelSen pdf. From “Operational Gindelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage Conven-
tion” (WHC. 0201 Junuary 2008), available online at: hip:rwhe unesco.org/archive/opguide08-en.pdf
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IV. Wenshan Zhuang Language Research

1. The Zhuang Languages of Yunnan

Though many Zhuang nationality people in Wenshan Prefecture can speak Chinese
functionally or fluently. the majority of Zhuang people speak a Zhuang language as
their mother tongue. Though all the mother tongue languages spoken by Zhuang people
in Yunnan are related to each other. they are not all mutually mtelligible. The largest of
the Zhuang languages in Yunnan is known as  “Nong” or “Kau Nong” to the Zhuang
people who speak it. and known 1o Chinese linguists as Yan-Guang Southern Zhuang.
named for Yanshan and Guangnan Counties which have the largest number of speakers.
In addition to Nong. the other major Zhuang languages (or dialects) spoken in Wenshan
include Yei Zhuang (Guibian Northern Zhuang). Qiubei Northem Zhuang, and Dai
Zhuang (Wen-Ma Southern Zhuang). Smaller groups of Zhuang also speak the Yang
Zhuang (De-Jing Southern Zhuang). Zucjiang Southern Zhuang. Yongnan Southern
Zhuang. Min Zhuang, E'ma Buyvang, Langnian Buvang, Baha Buvang, and Laji.

2, Previous Research

A number of Chinese linguists have researched the Zhuang language family during
the past fifty years. Though we do not have space here to detail all of the previous
research from which the present brief overview has benefited. we will highlight a few of
the most significant points for interested readers” future study.

The Chinese-American linguist Li Fangkuei (/7 #E) researched the Zhuang and
other languages for many vears and in 1977 published his landmark book: A Handbook
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SIL researchers Andy Castro and Eric
Johnson record a Nong Zhuang story in
Kuaxi Village, Yanshan County.
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af Comparative Tar." While this book did not include data from Nong or Dai Zhuang, it
did include data from a Yei Zhuang dialect spoken in Bo'ai Township of Funing
County, in the east of Wenshan Prefecture. During the 1950s, linguists from the
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences and other government research bureaus did
important research into both Guangxi and Yunnan's Zhuang languages. Included in
their research were the four largest Yunnan Zhuang languages: Yan-Guang Southern
Zhuang (Neng Zhuang), Guibian Northern Zhuang (Guibian Yei Zhuang). Qiubei
Northern Zhuang (Qiube1r Yei Zhuang). and Wen-Ma Southern Zhuang  (Dai Zhuang).
Some of their findings were published in Yan Shangyue's (5 F H ) 1959 work,
Fhuangyn Fangvan Tuve Yiaxi [Phonologies of Zhuang Dialects and Subdialecis C4ily
T LT 8], ¢ Wei Qingwen (15 B i) and Qin Guosheng’s (% [¥7]2) 1980 work,
Zhuangvu Jianshe  |[Brief (herview of the Zhuwang Language (il flﬁaf»?]., and Wang
Jun's ( T-1J) 1984 compilation Zhuang-Dong Yuzu Yuvan Jianzhi (A Brief Overview of
the Taic Languages CH-ifBEiR 7 #.40) * . A large work on the Zhuang languages
that added new research and analysis 10 the previous works was published in 1999:
Zhuangyu Fangyan Yanjin [Zhuang Dialect Research {1ET77 7 UF5E )], edited by six
linguists: Zhang Junru (3] 1), Liang Min (528(). Ouyang Jueya ([0 J14 dE), Zheng
Yiging (XB%377), Li Xulian (‘3 Hl125), and Xie Janyou (i /%) ", Li Jinfang (‘35
J7) has published a volume entitled Buyang Yu Yanjiu [Buyvang Language Research{ A
fLEIFE )] ¥ summarizing his research into the Buyang languages spoken by a small
number of Zhuang nationality people in Guangnan and Funing Counties.

In addition to these important linguistic works, there have been a number of
important works on the Zhuang and other ethnic groups of Wenshan Prefecture. Some
recent publications of this type include: He Zhengting’s ({15 4E) Yunnan Zhuangu:
Huace |Yunnan Zhuang Nationality: Picture Book {zpf 4005, w#h)]® . Zhuangu
Wenhua |The Culture of the Zhuang (5% €3] by Dai Guanglu (WG E) 7,
Wenshan Zhon Zhuang Zu Chuantong Wenhua |Wenshan Prefecture Zhoang Nationality
Traditional Culture, {3010 H 4T {45 I{&.}]’ , Wenshan Zhuangzu Miaozu Zizhi Zhou
Minzu Zhi |The Gazetteer af Wenshan Zhuang & Miae Awtonomens Prefecture s Ethnie
Groups, 30 ULCH BN B AR M IEREED] . “Meng Lao Ship Ni Ga": The General
Introduction 1o the Culture of the Zhuang People by Dai Guanglu (8 &%) and He
Zhengting (£ 2E) ¥, Yumnan Sheng Wenshan Zhow Shaoshu Minzu Kowehian
Feiwuzhi Wenhua Yichan Congshu (Zhwangzu Juan) |Minority Oral lntangible Cultural
Heritage of Yunnan Provinees Wenshan Prefectire Series (Zhwang Volume ), { 22V 8
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Andy Castro and auwthor Eric
Johnson interviewing two officials in

Zhetu District, Guangnan County.
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SOy A B R BE O HE S L R B (AEBEAE )] V. Babao Fengging yu
Chuanshou |Babao Customs and Legends N\ 52U 55 #5153 ] by Huang Changli ( & 1
L) and Wang Mingfu ( FW 80", Zhuangzu Jingshi ¥izhu |Annotated Translations of
Zhuang Epic Poetry, UHEREEEIFITIE )] by He Zhengting ({7 114E). Lu Baocheng (Bl
‘i 80 ), and Meng Simu (S M73L0) Y. and Funing Nion Minzu Zhi |Funing County
Nationalities Almanac €317 1L B3 5 )] by Lu Zhengyuan  ( } 1E 5T ) and Nong
Lansheng (F¢%E7F)".

3. The Taic Zhuang Languages

With the exception of E’ma Buyang, Langnian Buyang. Baha Buyang and Laji,
all the documented languages and dialects spoken by the Zhuang of Yunnan have been
classified as belonging to the Tai (Zhuang-Dai) branch of the Tai-Kadai (Zhuang-Dong)
language group. In 1977, Li Fangkuei proposed three divisions of this group which he
called “Northermn Tai,” “Central Tai,” and “Southwestern Tai,” primarily based on
phonological evidence for an historic split between these divisions. Following Li's
classification, the Nong, Dai, Min. Yang, Zuojiang. and Yongnan Zhuang languages
have been classified as belonging to the Central division. along with several languages
of Northern Vietnam. While there are a number of listorical phonological innovations
which characterize this group. in contrast to the northern division, the Central Tai
Zhuang languages are easily identified by their aspirated consonanis, which are have
disappeared in the Zhuang languages belonging to the Northern Tai division. These
Central Tai Zhuang languages ., also known as “Southern Zhuang. ™ have been classified
as follows:

Tai-Kadai, Kam-Tai, Be-Tai, Tai-Sek, Tai, Central®

On the other hand. the Guibian Zhuang language (Yei) spoken m northern
Guangnan County and most of Funing County (as well as several counties in western
Guangxi) and the Quiber Northern Zhuang language are classified as belonging to the
Northern division of Tai. These languages. along with a number of other languages
spoken by Zhuang in Guangxi and Bouyei in Guizhou province, have been classified
thus:

Tai-Kadai, Kam-Tai. Be-Tai, Tai-Sek, Tai, Northern™

4. The Yang-Biao Zhuang Languages
The non-Taic languages spoken by Yunnan Zhuang people include E’ma Buyang,
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Andy Castro and author Eric
Johnson testing Nong Zhuang
dialect comprehension in Nabei
Village in Guangnan County.
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Langnian Buyang, Baba Buyang. and Laji. Though these languages do seem to belong
to the Tai-Kadai cluster. they are quite different from the Taic Zhuang languages. Li
Jinfang has researched the Buyang languages (which, according to him, are mutually
unintelligible) and propeses grouping these lour languages together with Yalang Buyang
(also known as Yerong Yao) of Napo county. Guangxi. and Qabiao (Pubiao. Lagua).
an endangered language spoken in Northern Vietnam and Wenshan Prefecture's Malipo
County by people classified as Yi. into a group he calls “Yang-Biao, ™ which itself then
would share a common ongin with the Gelao languages:
Tai-Kadai (Dong-Tai). Ge-Yang. Yang-Biao"

5. Taic Languages Spoken by Non-Zhuang Nationality Peoples

The closest linguistic relatives of the Taie Zhuang languages of Wenshan, besides
the other Zhuang languages of Guangxi and Guangdong, and the Bouyei languages of
Guizhou and Yunnan, are the languages spoken by the Nung, Tay, San Chay and Giay
nationalites in Northern Vietnam. There are over two million speakers of these
languages. most of them speaking Central Taic varieties,

Within China. the languages spoken by the Dai nationality are also linguistically
related to the Zhuang languages, though Li Fangkuei classified the Dai languages in a
southwestern branch of Tai, along with Thai of Thailand. Laotian of Laos and Shan of
Myanmar. Within Wenshan Prefecture there are over 15,000 Dai nationality people .
primarily in Maguan, Wenshan and Malipo Counties. The Wenshan Dai dialect, also
known as Tai Dam or “Black Dai” has been classified as belonging 1o the Hongjin Dai
language, probably not fully intelligible with the Tai Nioa (Dehong Dai) and Tai Lii
(Xishuangbanna Dai),”

The Southern Zhuang (Central Taic) languages are considered less altered from
their proto-Tai roots than are the Northern Zhuang (Northern Taic) languages. and thus
more similar to other Tai languages, such as Thai, Dai and Lao. However there are
significant lexical and other differences between the Zhuang languages and Thai,
Laotian and most of the Dai languages due to the heavy influence that Theraveda
Buddhism has had on these languages, whereas Zhuang languages have not been
heavily influenced by this form of Buddhism. Thai. Laotian and most of the languages
spoken by the Dai natonality of China have numerous loanwords from the ancient
Sanskrit and Pali languages of India. as well as influence from the Mon-Khmer and
Tibeto-Burman languages. whereas loanwords in Zhuang are usually from Chinese.
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6. The Three Main Zhuang Ethnic Groups in Wenshan and their Languages

The speakers of the various languages and dialects described above have not
historically seen themselves as a single nationality, nor been seen that way by the
surrounding Han, Miao. Yi. Yao or Hui Chinese who also live in the Wenshan area.
Prior to the 1950s, records show that the Wenshan Prefecture people groups now
classified in the Zhuang nationality were recognized as three different ethnic groups: the
Nong. the Tuliao and the Sha, as they were known in Chinese. Funing County, in the
extreme east of the prefecture and the province, was predominantly Zhuang until the
1950s. In Funing. though the majority of the Zhuang there correspond to the Northern
Zhuang-speaking people known as “Sha” elsewhere in the province, there are many
other smaller Zhuang groups, most of which have emigrated into Funing from various

Table 4. 1 Major Zhuang Subgroups in Wenshan Prefecture and Their Languages
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locations in Guangxi during the Ming and Qing dynasties. Many of these groups are
known either for their places of origin in Guangxi (such as “Tianbao™ or “Long an™) or
by Zhuang names (such as “bu Xiong” or “kwn Min").

More than 90% of Yunnan’s Zhuang nationality people belong 10 one of the three
major subgroups of Yunnan Zhuang: Nong, Yei (Sha) and Dai (Tuliao). These three
groups also speak languages which are closely related historically but differ significantly
in pronunciation and somewhat in lexicon and grammar. These differences are probably
due to different histories of internal migration within China—though the Zhuang people
are indigenous to the Wenshan Prefecture area, some of the Zhuang subgroups in
Wenshan came more recently than others from Guangxi to Wenshan. The Table 4.1
shows the languages spoken by the main three Zhuang ethnic groups. and the locations
of these ethnic groups.

Among residents of Wenshan Prefecture, it is common locally to distinguish
between at least four types of Dai Zhuang, based on the design of the headdress of the
women 's traditional costume: “Piled Headdress™ Tu (/¥a Tou Tu). “Flat Headdress” Tu
(Ping Tou Tu), “Pointed Headdress” Tu (Jinn Ton Tu), “Slanted Headdress™ Tu (Pian
Tou Tu). These names simply reflect the geographic origins of the various Dai Zhuang
communities, and, according to our linguwistic research, do not reflect significantly
different languages. Both the linguistic data and the accoums given by Dai Zhuang
themselves indicate that these far-spread Dai Zhuang communities all onginated from an
area in northern Wenshan County and continue to have on-going comact with each
other. Thus their dialects are fairly similar and they have no trouble communicating
with each other.

The Nong Zhuang are also spread over a large area and have a variety of traditional
costumes. Though there i1s considerable dialectal difference within the Nong Zhuang.
more so than among the Dai Zhuang, there 15 not a direct relationship between the
costume differences, upon which most of the above Nong subgroup names are based,
and dialect differences.

The Nong Zhuang are the largest Zhuang ethnic grouping in Yunnan province,
numbering around 550.000, and are found in largest concentrations in central and
southern Guangnan County (especially in Zhetu, Nalun, Liancheng, Jiumo, Nasa,
Zhulin, Zhupie. Wuzhu and southern Ake districts and ownships). Yanshan {especially
in Zhela, Bang'e. Ganhe, Ameng, Jiangna, and Panlong districts and townships) and
Wenshan (especially in Binglie. Matang and Lachuilong districts and townships)
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