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Gejia Village was a place renowned for its
cultural knowledge. During the Qing dynasty
(1644-1912 AD) many from this village success-
fully passed the highest level civil service exami-
nation o become jinshi (palace candidates).
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Zhuang Wind & Water Bridges (¥Ting Dah) and Tree Bridges
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Buffalo and Goat Peace Bridge in Xichou County's Laojie Village
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Laojie's Buffalo and Goam

Peace Bridge was built in 1748 (during the |3th year of the Qing emperor Qianlong). At
34 meters (112 feet) long, 3 meters (10 feet) wide, and 6 meters (20 feet) tall it is the
largest wind and rain bridge in Wenshan Prefecture. Zhuang wind and rain bridges. in
addition to providing a means of crossing a river for both people and livestock, also
provide a shelter from wind and rain as well as a location for young men and women to

sing courtship songs and for older people to relax and tell stories.
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Liuzhu Village's wind and rain
bridge, covered with a straw roof,

represents the traditional Zhuang style

of wind and rain brndge.
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Tuopai Village's bridge is the
primary means of crossing the river for

the villagers.
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Ayong Bridge on the Back of a Tree in Guangnan County
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The Ayong Village bridge
i1s built upon the outsireiched

branches of trees from the two

banks of the river.
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The Guima wind and rain bridge is
the site of folk singing and recreation.
Here the girls are fishing for boys in the
river with pears.

(5) ##%EAZE The Zhuang Hall of Elders
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On every festival day the orchestra

of Masa Village performs at the hall of

F—b. /" & F HHEAF Guima Hall of
Elders in Guangnan County
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The Guima hall of elders has two levels.
The upper level is dedicated 1o a spinit named
Huangtingsuwo, The lower level is used for
meetings of the wvillage elders and ethnic
chieftains. In this photo, an elder washes a table

in preparation for a sacrifice in front of the hall

of elders.
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